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s the COVID-19 pandemic surges across the world, justice and equality demand our attention. Does everyone have a human right to health
and to access new essential medicines researchers develop? Can pharmaceutical companies patent the medicines and charge high prices,
selling them to whoever can pay the most? How can data help us address global health problems like the coronavirus?



| believe everyone should have a legally enforced human right to health that gives them a right to access essential medicines. Essential medicines are
important for even a basic minimum of health and the human right to health is justified, in part, because it protects everyone’s ability to live at least
minimally well. Governmental, and sometimes non-governmental, organizations should help people access essential medicines and no one should

make it difficult or impossible for people to secure them.

The human right to health is important for protecting everyone’s ability to live minimally well, in part, because it gives rise to what | call the virtue of
creative resolve—a fundamental commitment to overcoming apparent tragedy. That is, those committed to fulfilling the right often refuse to accept that

doing so is impossible, come up with creative ways of fulfilling the right, and act to fulfill it.

Those who lead efforts to improve public health often exhibit the virtue. Consider how human rights advocates galvanized a global effort to extend
access on essential medicines for HIV. Activists simply refused to accept pharmaceutical companies’ claim that it was impossible to lower prices and
educated patients to demand access to treatment. Mass protests and generic completion brought prices down from $12,000 per patient per year to
$350.

Or consider how one human rights organization, Partners in Health, fought drug resistant TB when no one thought it was possible to do so. They
refused to accept the “conventional wisdom” that it was impossible to help people with drug resistant TB in developing countries. Partners in Health
hired community health workers to help people access treatment even in some of the world’s poorest countries. By showing that it was possible to get

good treatment outcomes, they greatly increased funding for TB treatment around the world.

Similar efforts have transformed the global health landscape by helping us eliminate smallpox and reduce the prevalence of many other devastating
diseases like polio and Ebola, and creative resolve can help us combat COVID-19 and extend access on essential medicines more broadly. Rather
than simply accepting that it is impossible to help everyone secure new drugs and technologies for serious ilinesses like COVID-19, we should find
ways of working together to meet those needs. One possibility is to rework the incentives pharmaceutical companies, and other health organizations,

face for producing and helping people access new drugs.

There are many reasons people cannot access the essential medicines they need but one is that companies make the most money by lobbying to
extend monopolies on their interventions that let them set high prices only the richest can afford. | believe pharmaceutical companies fail to respect,

and even violate, people’s human rights to health when they do this.

Good data, for instance through the Global Health Impact, can create incentives for pharmaceutical companies to stop violating rights and start living up
to their obligations. By measuring medicines’ global health consequences, socially responsible investors, ethical consumers, and others can support

companies that are having the greatest Global Health Impact (http:/global-health-impact.org/new). Researchers can, for instance, give companies with

the best medicines a Global Health Impact label to use on everything they make—from pet vitamins to mouth wash. If even a small proportion of
consumers make purchasing decisions on this basis, that can create a large incentive for companies to do what gets them highly rated: increase their

Global Health Impact. Moreover, there is some rigorous empirical evidence that such labels affect brand perception.

I think consumers should support such initiatives if doing so becomes a realistic possibility. People may be free to purchase what they wish under just
institutions that will make sure the consequences of their actions are acceptable. But few of us live in such ideal conditions. Absent just institutions, we
should consume in ways that bring about positive change and ensure that we are not complicit in supporting companies violating rights or failing to live
up to their responsibilities.

Many people desperately need essential medicines for malaria, TB, HIV/AIDS, and other global health threats as well as to fight COVID-19. How we
think about health and human rights, and what we do to encourage pharmaceutical companies and others to extend access to essential medicines
around the world, can save millions of lives. | believe that by embracing the human right to health, and acting with creative resolve, we can work

together to overcome tragedy.
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Health facilities should be for all people. It is essential that people are able to find equal facilities and care. There are many organizations that

are working towards this field by providing good facilities to people. Keep posting more good information on this!
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